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“1 will ﬁgﬁt no more forever.’” These famous words, attributed to Young j]osqpﬁ_,
cf the Wallowa Band of Nez Perce Indians, still m’ng in the minds o

contemporary Americans. ?{(tﬁougﬁ Cﬁi@f jogs\/qoﬁ never said these words at the-
time of his conditional surrender to Colonel Nelson Miles and General Oliver
?—(awara[, most peo]o(e in Oregon have heard the Joﬁmse and can i(ﬁmt‘%@ it with
the Nez Perce War rgf 1877. School children qfren learn about the ﬁﬂlg t of the-
“Nez Perce tﬁrougﬁ eir ﬁfrﬁ- or eigﬁtﬁ-gmcfe texts in American istvry.

Students in Oregon, Idaho, and Wasﬁingwn ofﬂm know more details than other
students about the Nez Perce because qf genem[ interest in the famous confTict.
Few yejplé in Oregon or the United States, however, know the details ertainic%g\
to the decision of the United States ﬂrmy to remove the Nez Perce ﬁg ters an
their fami(ies to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and later to Indian Territory. Tn the
“past, onfy a few scholars have examined the ;'forcecf removal of the 7\%2 Perce
and [{yfe in Indian ‘Term’tory, but no historian has tﬁorougﬁ(y examined the toyic
until now. For the first time in American history, J. Diane Pearson of the-
fum\/ersity (yf California, %erﬁe[ey, has detailed the story (f the Nez Perce-
vemoval and (ife in Eekish Pah, the Hot Place.

Pearson entitled her work The Nex Perces in the Indian Territory: Nimiipuu
Survival, fy[acing }mm'cu(ar emphasis on the survival of the peo le in the face lof
horrendous odds and continual}:)ﬁsmc(es. She also yoints out tg;t the survival o
the }Jeqpﬁe included Nez Perce, Palouse, and Cayuse Indians, all qf whom joinecﬂ
in the war f 1877 and exyeriencecf exile, a(faymn’ons, accommodations,
ﬁufaﬁon ecline, and survival. The author yrovia[es insigﬁtﬁt[ details about”

eir years in Indian ClJerrirory, incfu(fmg informau’on on bacterial and viralL
diseases that devastated the Jaeopfe, as well as overwﬁe[ming infant morta[ity.
She em}:ﬁasizes the overty and malnutrition {facecf By the tribes and the ﬁarmﬁAL
behaviors ymctice Ey some }aeoy(e. She also shows how the (earfersﬁiy,
incfu«fing j]osepﬁ, Yellow Bull, Huisis Kute, Yellow Bear, and others, Erougﬁt’
the Joe;qp[é together to face fong-wrm and everycfay cg’{ﬁ”cu(ties‘ Pearson Jafaces a@a
great deal ofg emphasis on the spiritual strategies of the people to survive, as
some Indians gmvimmf toward the Presbyterian church while others worshiped.
f‘rﬁrougﬁ the Wdashat faitﬁ, the ancient refigion of Plateau Indians. A great deal
qf the book, however, centers on joo(in’ca[ and economic issues, as the ecy(e-’
Worked c(i[igentfy to earn a [iving and free themselves ﬁom the bonds of the
Oﬁce cy( Indian (Aﬁairs‘



Under the terms of their conditional surrender qf 1877, at the Bear Paw
ﬁatt[eﬁefaf in ‘Montana, nyresenmtives (y( the United States government agreed;
to return the peopfe to the Nez Perce Reservation in Idaho. But General William.
Tecumseh Sherman Jaunisﬁecf the Joeoyofe b orcﬁaring them to Kansas. The OﬁceJ
@( Indian ‘Aﬁairs then banished them to ‘Jncz’an ‘J'erritory. From 1877 until 1885,
“the Nez Perce, Palouse, and Cayuse [ived on the Quapaw and Ponca agencies.
@un’ng all this time, the Indians acn’vefy fougﬁt for their return to the Northwest.
Pearson thoroughly examines this time }aerioc[ in twelve insigﬁtﬁd cﬁa}ot‘ers that’
deal Em’effy wi e war ngoriﬁfocusing on the removal and ﬁfe at Fort’
%qavenwortﬁ. filﬁ'er yrovidi’ng e farger picture qf ﬁfe at the Quapaw Agency,

earson writes an engaging chapter on” Indian [eadérsﬁll’p and measures taken b
the peo le to return to their homeland. ?l[tﬁougﬁ she has a cﬁa}aﬂzr devoted to
inwmiﬁr;( relations, the ro}aic is a constant tﬁrougﬁout the book, as she weaves a
story @( Native American interactions among, and between, tribes. Pearson
cﬁzrs one cﬁapwr on formal education and another on re(igion, which includes
“the im}aormnce of C ristianity and Christian advocates for Nez Perce Joeoy[e.
She argues that Nez Perce leaders never wavered from eir interest in returnin&
to the Pacific ’J\fortﬁwest, and she ends the volume with a moving cﬁajoter about’
[eaving Indian ‘Térriwry.

In 1978, Nez Perce and Palouse healer Andrew george exy[ained that c[uring‘
the ear[y twentieth century, his elders would garﬁer once a year to [ament, cryin&
'for the peop[b tﬁey [efr behind in Oklahoma. George admitfed he knew [ittle
about wﬁy his fami[y was in Oklahoma, and whenever he had asked his kin,
ftﬁey would not say due to the ])ain‘ Pearson has unlocked the }Jain suﬁ(erecf By 50
many Indian yeoyfe 6y exyosing a tmgic time and numerous exyem’ences
Witnessed 6y Nez Perce, Cayuse, and Palouse e(ya(e‘ She has proviafeaf an
cma(ysis of the tv}oic using originaf sources and'}zn[igﬁwned’ interpretations. The-
book is well researched and m’ce[y written, aﬂbwing scholars cmdlg genemﬂ
audiences access to a wjm'c that “has received [ittle attention. The Nez Perce,
Cavuse, and Palouse_people will welcome this superior work on their history,
and scholars will hail this book as a major contrig;u'on. The ’University of’
Oklahoma Press has }oroc[uced a handsome volume at a com})en’tive price that”
does jusu’ce to this ca}ou’vating historical work.



