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AMERICAN HEROTES
Chief Joseph (1840-1904) became a legend through his heroic
efforts to keep his people in their homeland in Oregon’s
Wallowa Valley despite a treaty that ordered them onrto a reser-
vation in Idaho. In 1877, when the U.S. Army forced the Nez
Percés away from their lands, Joseph led his tribespeople on a
fifteen-hundred-mile, four-month flight from western Idaho
across Montana, through what is now Yellowstone National
Park and Wyoming, and north toward safety in Canada.

During this journey, the army attacked the Indians several
times; in one battle alone, at the Big Hole in western Monrtana,
ninety Indian men, women, and children were killed. The Nez
Percés’ flight ended at the Bears Paw Mountains in northern
Montana, just forty miles from the safery of the Canadian bor-
der. There the army surrounded the Nez Percés, captured their
horses, killed all but two of their primary chiefs, and forced
their capitulation.

When Chief Joseph surrendered to military leaders, he
told them, “From where the sun now stands, I will fight no
more forever.”

Promised by military commanders that they would be
returned to Idaho, the Nez Percés were instead relocared to
Indian Territory in Oklahoma where many died of fever and
disease. Chief Joseph began a new fght—for better condi-
tions for his people and the right to return to their home coun-
try. His diplomacy and eloquence won public support and
ultimately resulted in the Nez Percés’ return to Idaho and

Washington.



